Magic Valley MTA
Bulletin
President’s Message
Several members and I had the good fortune to able to attend
the presentation jazz pianist Justin Nielsen gave to the
MVMTA in January, and a few were able to hear him perform
that evening. It is impossible to recreate that presentation,
however if you were unable to attend, I would like to share
with you the five points of his teaching philosophy that could
be a blueprint for the MVMTA moving forward. The five
points are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Music is fun by nature.
Music is communal, meant to be shared.
Excellence is a natural outgrowth of passion.
Music should be performed often. Learn by doing.
Every student has incalculable personal worth.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our students saw making music as
a fun, enjoyable activity that allows them to express
themselves and connect with others! Imagine students who
become excellent pianists because they have grown to love
their time at the piano. I would love for these ideas to become
the goals of the MVMTA, and perhaps in future meetings we
can collectively brainstorm ideas to make this happen.
As an aside, in the evening concert, Justin Nielsen played
wonderfully and really connected with his audience. At one
point, he had a false start, shrugged it off, and then went on to
play the piece skillfully. I hope to adopt such a down-to-earth
attitude in my own performing and hope to pass it on to my
students. Music is part of the humanities, and part of being
human is making mistakes. It’s okay to make a mistake!
Allison and I will be planning another meeting for April, and I
will send an email when the details are available.
Here’s hoping for spring!

Corrine Van Dyk, NCTM

March

2017
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M VM TA/M TN A U PC O M IN G Ev en t s
March 18-22, 2017
MTNA National Conference
Where: Baltimore, MD
Contact: www.mtna.org

C o m m u n it y U pc o m in g Ev en t s
March 4, 2017
JMC Festival
March 8, 2017
Bill Anshell, Jazz Pianist
Where: CSI Fine Arts Auditorium
When: 7:30pm
What: Performance part of the “Piano Celebration”
series. $10 Adults, $8 Seniors, $6 Students
Contact: Sue Miller
smiller@csi.edu

March 31, 2017
Dr. Barton Moreau, Pianist
Where: CSI Fine Arts Auditorium
When: 7:30pm
What: Performance part of the “Piano Celebration”
series. $10 Adults, $8 Seniors, $6 Students
Contact: Sue Miller
smiller@csi.edu

April 21, 2017
Dr. Svetlana Maddox, Pianist
Where: CSI Fine Arts Auditorium
When: 7:30pm
What: Performance part of the “Piano Celebration”
series. $10 Adults, $8 Seniors, $6 Students
Contact: Sue Miller: smiller@csi.edu
(continued)

May 5, 2017
Certificate of Achievement
Where: CSI
When: Afternoon / evening
Contact: Allison Bangerter
Allison_bangerter@yahoo.com

May 13-15, 2017
Musicians West Competition
Where: Pocatello
When: NA
What: Pre-College and Young Artist Competitions
Contact: Mark Neiwirth /
www.musicianswest.org

June 12-16, 2017
CSI Music Fest
Where: CSI
When: NA
What: An annual event, an opportunity for
students age 12 - 18 to grow musically and
socially in a day camp setting on the
beautiful CSI campus.
Contact: Camille Barigar
(208) 732-6288,
cbarigar@csi.edu
or
Chenele Dixon
(208) 420-3232
chenele@yahoo.com
(Also note the posters and flyers for CSI music
events at the end of the newsletter)
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T ea c h er Spo t ligh t
This section will rotate teachers in our area each month, in an effort to encourage networking and getting to know each
other better.
B A R B A R A M IX , N C T M
Barbara was born in Laramie, Wyoming, grew up in Casper, and moved to Idaho after her husband finished
graduate school at the University of Denver. She is a graduate of the University of Wyoming in Piano
Performance and Music Education. Her piano professor had studied with Nadia Boulanger in Paris.
After a brief time teaching junior high orchestra, she started teaching private and group piano and served as
organist at several churches in Casper, Wyoming. Upon moving to Twin Falls, she joined a rich local and state
musical community which continues to grow.
Sandra Mauchley, the Idaho MTNA President made a “welcome to Idaho” call that began friendships with
teachers from Boise and around Idaho. Barbara served as IMTA treasurer for six years, then as vice-president,
before serving as president from 1996-1998. She collaborated with the Twin Falls theatre community as their
rehearsal and orchestra pianist for many years. As a teenager in Casper, she had played for the Gilbert and
Sullivan Theater Group and later for rehearsals of touring Broadway groups at the Casper Events Center.
Barbara’s Studio, Magic Valley Academy of Music, includes many “awesome” piano students, organ students,
and handbell choirs. She has been the organist, pianist, accompanist, and handbell director at the First
Presbyterian Church for 22 years. She is also currently a staff accompanist at the College of Southern Idaho and
organ faculty at the CSI Summer Music Fest.
Family includes a daughter (granddaughter) in Hillsboro, Oregon, a son (two grandsons) in Twin Falls, and two
non-musical brothers in Colorado. Her late husband was a great supporter all things musical!

MVMTA Teachers with Openings
This section will be a list of teachers in the area who have openings for students. If you would like to be added to the
list, please send your information to Tonya Robertson at tonya.j.robertson@gmail.com .

Teacher’s Corner
This section is for sharing teaching tips and ideas and wisdom in all aspects. If you have a question or submission
you would like included, please send it to Tonya Robertson, and we will send it out to the membership. You can keep
your question anonymous if you’d like.

Question for April/May Newsletter:
“Do you use method books in your teaching? If so, which ones do you prefer? How long
do you keep students in method books, and what do you feel are benefits of using/not
using methods?”
Please send answers to Tonya Robertson by the newsletter deadline! Thanks!
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